painful, he remarked, to see the childish excitement with nitrous oxide and its effects had recently been dwelt on. The gas had been treated as an unknown, wonderful, and perfectly harmless agent; whereas, in simple fact, it was one of the best known, least wonderful, and most dangerous of all the substances that had been applied for the production of general anaesthesia. No substance had been physiologically studied with greater scientific zeal or more rigid accuracy ; and no substance had been more deservedly given up as unfit and unsafe for use. It had caused death in the human subject, and on animals it was so fatal that with the utmost delicacy in its use, it was a critical task thoroughly to narcotize an animal with the gas without actually d-estroying life. In some cases, also, animals died after recovering from the insensibility Respecting the modes of action of the nitrous oxide, Dr Richardson explained that it was not, in the true sense, the agent that caused the insensibility. It 
